
times that hatred of Gay, of
Trans People, of People of
Color continues to be at an all-
time high. So I would broaden
the power of this book’s
message, not only to anti-
Semitism, but any minority
hatred, racial hatred,
homophobia, transphobia, and
any hatred of a group that
brings a pluralistic
understanding of the world we
live in. We shall emerge from
the other side of this historical
period with a stronger faith;
and as we are told when
Moses stood at the burning
bush “and the bush was not
consumed”, nor will we be.

Happy Purim :)

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/centerforreligiousandspirituallife/
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The Holiday of
Purim takes
place on the
evening of
March 13 and
the morning of
March 14,
2023. We read

the biblical Book of Esther
(Megillat Esther) to celebrate
the holiday, among other
commandments for the day. My
colleague, Rabbi David Wolpe,
points out that among the Dead
Sea Scrolls, every book of the
Hebrew bible is represented
except the Book of Esther. We
know that the book was known
then, since allusions are made
to phrases from Esther, but it is
not considered sacred, and
therefore was not preserved in
that first century community.
Some of the Christian church,
particularly in the East, also
omitted Esther from the canon
of sacred books in the early
centuries. Why is this? There is
no way to know for sure,
although the absence of God’s
name, or perhaps the rejection
of Purim as a holiday, may
have been a reason. “Yet the
Rabbis found God in the

Megillah, or more accurately,
God’s spirit moving through the
Megillah”.

There is another reason why
our sages preserved this
wonderful story. The Rabbis
were not prophets, but they
were often gifted with
remarkable foresight. They
anticipated a future when
communities outside of Israel
would be afraid and need
Chizuk, encouragement. How
often did the story of Esther
remind Jews that things could
be reversed, that there was still
hope, that even in the brutal
diaspora there was a promise
of survival? The Rabbis kept
Esther because it serves a
need and they knew it. More
than two thousand years ago
Esther and Mordecai saved the
Jews of Shushan, and that
story imbues us with spiritual
power that is with us today.

In these times of rising anti-
Semitism, it is an especially
important message; and the
Book of Esther will support us
in these turbulent times as
well. We find that in these

Celebrate Purim

Check-in with Campus
Ministry

Scan the QR Code below to
introduce yourself to the
Campus Ministry staff

Rabbi Rafi Kanter, Jewish Campus Ministry



The Center for Religious and Spiritual Life (CRSL)

https://www.facebook.com/Tifereth-Israel-Congregation-102140269867396/


http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/centerforreligiousandspirituallife/

JEWISH CAMPUS MINISTRY

Rabbi Raphael Kanter of the Tifereth Israel Congregation in New Bedford, MA. is available to our
students.

Services and Adult Education Programs

Visit https://tinewbedford.org for a list of services (both online and in person) as well as Adult Education
programs (online and in person).

https://tinewbedford.org

JEWISH CAMPUS MINISTRY

Hillel – Jewish Student Organization
Hillel provides Jewish social, cultural, and spiritual programming and an
opportunity for Tikkun Olum (fixing the world). Services and home
hospitality are available through the local community for Jewish holidays.

Currently, we are working with students to reform Hillel. If you are
interested, please reach out to Manya Bark, Coordinator of the Center for
Relgious and Spiritual Life at flucca@umassd.edu

Manya Bark
our new HILLEL Coordinator

Interested in joining Hillel?
Contact Manya by calling the Center for Religious and Spiritual Life at extension 8872.

https://www.facebook.com/Tifereth-Israel-Congregation-102140269867396/
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WHO WE ARE
The Episcopal Campus Ministry is open to all Protestant students, faculty and
staff on campus and to anyone else who is seeking to be part of a spiritual
community regardless of former or current faith tradition or spiritual affiliation.
We have a particular outreach to those who have no current or previous church
affiliation and to thosewhoare seeking deeper purposeandmeaning in life. You
do not need to have a prior connection to the Episcopal Church to be part of our
community.

We are an inclusive, open-minded, and progressive Christian community on the
UMass Dartmouth campus and we have a special outreach to the LGBTQ+ community. We seek to
follow Jesus in his way of love and justice throughweekly worship, spirituality programs and small group
gatherings. Our Campus Ministry is made up of those who are seeking to grow in their personal faith
journey and who want to make a difference in the world by helping others in the name of Jesus. Our
commitment to social justice provides a connection to community service projects in the community.

Inaddition toourCampusMinistryGroupscheduledmeetings,wealsoprovidea listeningandsupportive
presence by offering pastoral care for anyone on campus.

A COMMITMENT TO INCLUSION
The Episcopal Campus Ministry stands for the inclusion of all people and extends a radical welcome to
the LGBTQ+ community. All are welcome regardless of self-image, life-story, sexual orientation or
gender identity. We invite you to celebrate the fullness of who you are as a beloved child of God.

PROTESTANT / EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRY
Sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts

(The Rev.) Scott A. Ciosek
UMass Dartmouth Episcopal Campus Ministry
Center for Religious and Spiritual Life
Campus Center, Room 202
Website: stpetersdartmouth.org (Click on
Campus Ministry)

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
351 Elm Street ~ Dartmouth, MA 02748
PHONE: 774.510.5661 x101
EMAIL:
sciosek@umassd.edu or
stpetersdartmouth@gmail.com

CONTACT US



For More Information, please contact
Matt Litchfield, CRU ADVISOR
Center for Religious and Spiritual Life
Campus Center Room 202
508 999 8872

JOIN US
Thursdays at 4:30 pm
Reflection Room - Campus
Center 2nd Floor

PROTESTANT CAMPUS MINISTRY
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BEGINS TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
6:30 PM

THE GROVE PRIVATE DINING ROOM (Top Floor of the Grove)

FREE DINNER

9 Simple Steps That Will
Change Your Life

PRESENTATION
DISCUSSION

REGiSTRATION NOW OPEN AT UMASSDCATHOLICS.COM





Upcoming Feasts and Holy Days

January 1
New Years Day – Interfaith USA

Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – Catholic Christian
A celebration of the holiness of Mary as the chosen bearer of Jesus.

January 5
Birth of Guru Gobind Singh – Sikh

Anniversary of the birth of the tenth guru.

January 6
Epiphany – Christian

End of the 12 days of Christmas; celebrates visit of the three kings to baby Jesus; especially
important to Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics.

January 13
Maghi – Sikh

Commemorates the battle in which 40 Sikhs (the Immortal Ones) laid down their lives for the
guru (Guru Gobind Singh).

January 16
World Religion Day – Baha’i

In 1950, this day was founded by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United
States to address the need for religious unity.

January 22
Lunar New Year – Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist



Student Organizations
CRU

CRU is a space for students to process life's
biggest questions in the context of community.
We love Jesus and love people. Our main
meetings occur Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
CC-006, and we also have weekly small group
meetings spread throughout campus.

Staff: Matt Litchfield, matthew.litchfield@cru.org

Hillel – Jewish Student Organization
Hillel provides Jewish social, cultural, and spiritual

programming and an opportunity
for Tikkun Olum (fixing the world).
Services and home hospitality are
available through the local community for
Jewish holidays. Currently we are working with
students to reform Hillel. If you are interested,

please reach out to Deacon Frank, Coordinator of the
Center for Relgious and Spiritual Life.Interested in
helping to organize this student organization? Please
Contact: Deacon Frank Lucca
Email:flucca@umassd.ed

Muslim Student Association
MSA serves as a platform to unite all of the
Muslim students. We, as an organization,
provide education to help remove
misconceptions about Islam, its beliefs and
practices. Our regular activities are Friday
prayer, Famadan Iftar Dinner and Islamic
Awareness Week.
If interested in joining MSA, please contacct

Deacon Frank Lucca, CRSL Coordinator at
flucca@umassd.edu

Newman Catholic Student
Association
The UMass Dartmouth Newman Catholic
Student Association (NCSA) is a student
community rooted in the Catholic tradition
which strives to foster spiritual, intellectual,
and the social growth of all students through
faith-sharing, education, fellowship, service

and celebration.

Student Contact: Dan Piselli
Email:dpiselli@umassd.edu

Website: http://www.umassdcatholics.com/

P.L.A.C.E.S.
PLACES, which stands for Pagan
LIving and Collaborative Education Society
is a student group with the goal to provide a
safe and educational environment for
students and non-students to practice and
learn about the many different sects within
Paganism.
Interested in starting this student

organziation , let us know.

Better Together Club
The Better Together Club is a student group organized to
promote the understanding of world religions, the
cooperation between people of different faiths, and the
support & acceptance of religious diversity. The purpose of
the group is for members to grow in an understanding and
an appreciation of all faiths as well as to be be affirmed in
their own faith tradition, with the realization that we will
always live and work with people of different belief systems.

Interested in helping to organize this student organization?

Chaplains and Advisors at the Center for Religious and Spiritual Life



Visit https://app.pantrysoft.com/login/umassdartmouth to register and shop
online for pick-up

ONLINE ORDER AND INCUPBOARD SHOPPING NOW AVAILABLE

Visit our new location at Woodland Commons!

Providing Emergency Food to Corsairs
who need a little help!

Jeanne's Cupboard is sponsored by the Office of Student Affairs. The
purpose of Jeanne's Cupboard is to supplement the food supply for
any UMass Dartmouth students/faculty/staff who may be experiencing
food insecurity.

College students who experience food insecurity often struggle to
support themselves while working, attending classes, and dealing with
other life issues. Jeanne's Cupboard hopes to minimize food insecurity
while UMass Dartmouth students work toward completing their

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR CURRENTSCHEDULE
https://www.umassd.edu/jeannescupboard/



JEANNE'S CUPBOARD - opportunities available soon. Register on
https://umassd.givepulse.com/

SOUP KITCHEN - Once a month, on the first Tuesday of December, January, February, March
and April, join us at the Salvation Army in New Bedford. Sign-up on
https://umassd.givepulse.com/

ST. MARY'S PARISH YOUTH TEAM VOLUNTEERS - Interested in sharing your faith with the
younger generation? We are looking for a number of UMass D students to work with our middle
school groups in a interactive retreat program. They meet for five sessions during Oct-Dec on
Sundays from 1:00 - 5:00 pm. Please visit our website at
www.umassdcatholics.com/outreach.html

MY BROTHERS KEEPER - The work of many charities is accomplished by a large professional
staff assisted by a small number of volunteers. The model of service at My Brother's Keeper is the
opposite: a small dedicated staff assists their 2,500 volunteers who carry out the work under their
staff's supervision. Learn more at http://www.mybrotherskeeper.org/

umassdcatholics.com

Saturday, 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM
12:00 PM and 5:00 PM
St Mary Parish, 789 Dartmouth St,

Dartmouth, MA) - Check our website for
transportation to St Mary's

Thursday 5:30 PM
Newman House

Contact Us
Dcn Frank Lucca
flucca@umassd.edu
508-454-6618 (mobile)
flucca@umassd.edu

Fr Bill O'Donnell
wodonnell@umassd.edu

508-999-8872

Campus Office
Room 202 Campus Center

508-999-8872

Eucharistic Adoration
St. Mary’s:
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Sundays from 3:00 - 4:00 pm

Can't get to St Mary's?
All Masses are Livestreamed

stmarysdartmouth.org
FREE TRAVEL TO AND
FROM ST MARY'S

Check our website for transportation

Mass Schedules

Volunteer opportunities



umassdcatholics.com

Every other Thursday at 6:30pm 
during Pasta Night at the Newman House

 285 Old Westport Rd.  Dartmouth, MA

NEXT
MEETING
THURSDAY,
OCTOBER

20



LOCAL
PLACES OF WORSHIP

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW



Finding common ground for the sake of tending to humanity is not only a far more effective
approach in service, but also the necessary endeavor if we expect peace and successful
service to be a realistic goal.
Though we are diverse in belief and thought, we share common values and can accomplish so
much more over sharing these values instead of outlining differences. Indeed, we are better
together.
Interested in joining the Better Together Club? Contact Deacon Frank, Center for Religious and
Spiritual Life, at flucca@umassd.edu. We will hold a meeting in a few weeks so let us know if
you are interested!

Better Together is a national movement on college campuses to build bridges across people of all and
no faith traditions through shared values and service.Corsairs, if you're interested in building interfaith
community through education, conversation, and participation, connect with Better Together UMASS
D by emailing flucca@umassd.edu--we'd love to have your help doing great things this coming year!

BETTER TOGETHER

Join the Movement!




